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Summer Gardening Tips
Organic Gardening Starts with Great Soil Granted; soil is not the fun part of gardening. But it is the foundation of a great garden. In organic gardening we say, "Feed the soil and let the soil feed the plant". Starting a new garden with really great soil will save you time and money in the long run, in both work and replacement plants. If your garden is already planted, you can still give it a boost by side dressing and mulching and rich organic matter. 
WATER WISE TIPS
Whether it will be a drought summer or not, lawns and gardens almost always require some supplemental watering. However, there are a few things gardeners can do to reduce the frequency of watering and amount of water needed. 
•	Use drought-tolerant plants. 
Many annuals, perennials, ornamental grasses, and shrubs do well with little watering. Check with your local garden centers or Extension service for lists of these plants. 
  •	Reduce or eliminate use of chemical fertilizers. 
These promote lush growth, which requires more water to support. Instead, use compost and mycorrhizae. Compost adds nutrients very gradually and improves the soil’s ability to hold water. Mycorrhizae are tiny, beneficial microorganisms that actually help plants take up water and nutrients. These are available from garden centers and mail-order companies in liquid or powder form. 
  •	Apply plenty of mulch. 
Don’t allow it to touch tree trunks or plant stems, but apply it deeply—up to six inches—in the blank spaces between plants, where the sun would otherwise hit the ground and dry it out. Around trees, angle the slope of the mulch so that water runs toward the tree.
  •	Install a drip irrigation system or soaker hoses. 
Because drip irrigation systems and soaker hoses deliver water directly to the root zone, they will do more good and use far less water than sprinklers. If you do use sprinklers, consider installing a timer to minimize waste.
  •	Lose the lawn. 
Consider converting some of the lawn to garden beds or plant a drought tolerant native turf grass or groundcover that is not dependent upon weekly (or even more frequent) irrigation. In the West, buffalo grass is a good replacement for conventional turf lawns. 
Don't be afraid to trim those flowering shrubs and trees that need it. Failure to prune is probably the biggest gardening mistake a person can make. 
If you make a mistake pruning, don't worry about it. It's like a bad haircut, it will grow out. Of course use common sense and read the previous articles that I've written on pruning. Usually the rule is that you can cut up to 1/3 of the plant during the growing season and up to 1/2 in the winter.
One of the simple things you can do is don't water just before dark. Make sure your plants are nice and dry when you tuck them in for the night and you can cut down of the chance fungus being a problem. 
Water Deeply. Irrigate the soil deeply and infrequently rather than giving plants a light sprinkling each day. Apply enough water to wet a sandy soil 1 foot deep and a clay soil 6 to 8 inches deep. This requires about 1 inch of rain or sprinkler irrigation. Although drought stress is a known danger to plants, overwatering can be equally devastating, especially when drainage is poor. 
Poorly drained, soggy soil conditions combined with hot weather can wipe out a plant in a matter of days. Compost will break up the clay soil and keep the moisture at a more even level.
Keep plants mulched. You probably already know of the many benefits of mulch. Keep the mulch replenished in the heat. Look for free sources of organic mulches in your area such as neighborhood leaves or grass clippings. Apply a thin layer of fresh clippings and let dry for a few days before adding more.
Keep Weeding. Here's a fast, easy way to recapture weed infested areas of your garden. Wet the soil thoroughly. Tall weeds may need to be mowed before wetting. Place a 4 sheet thick layer of newspaper over the weeds covering the entire row up around your garden plants. Wet the newspaper to hold it in place and cover with leaves or mulch.
Beneficial Insects That Should be Welcome In Your Garden
 Beneficial nematodes – Fire Ants, grubs, and fleas.
Parasitoid wasps - feed on aphids, caterpillars and grubs 
Lacewing larvae - feed on aphids 
Ladybug larvae - feed on aphids 
Ground beetles - feed on ground-dwelling pests. 
Hover flies, and Robber flies - feed on many insects, including leafhoppers and caterpillars 
Because insects tend to have different feeding requirements during the various stages of their development, a diversity of plant material is essential to attracting them. Although beneficial insects do feast on pest insects, there may be certain points in their life cycles when their diets are confined to nectar and pollen. So to attract these insects to your garden, you will need to provide host plants and even plants for shelter. 
What You’ll Need to Provide To Attract Beneficial Insects:
Low growing plants as cover for ground beetles (thyme, rosemary, or mint) 
shady, protected areas for laying eggs 
Tiny flowers for tiny wasps, like plants from the Umbelliferae family: fennel, angelica, coriander, dill, Queen Anne’s Lace, clovers, yarrow, and rue 
Composite flowers (daisy and chamomile) and mints (spearmint, peppermint, or catnip) to attract predatory wasps, hover flies, and robber flies 
 Put Down the Sprayer. Perhaps the easiest thing we can do to garden greener is to stop trying to spray away every problem. Worse still is when we spray without knowing what the problem is. 
What Should You Do?: 
Identify the problem - or even if it is a problem - before you try to fix it. Walking through and checking your gardens daily will alert you to small problems before they get out of hand. One or two chewed leaves are to be expected. Look for the cause before you pull out the big guns. If you see a colony of insects or an egg sack, then take appropriate measures. That might mean simply removing the egg sack. 
Know if it’s an insect or a disease. A good dose of fungicide may poison an insect, but no amount of insecticide is going to cure a fungal disease. And some insects are good for the garden, so you don’t want a spray that is going to kill everything in its way. 
More is not better. Read and follow label directions. Even organic pesticides can be dangerous if over used. 

