
Ten Insects that you need to control in your garden. 

 
Striped cucumber beetles (SCB) are about 1/4-inch long, have black undersides, with yellow (2) and black (3) stipes on 

top.  The three black stripes on the wings have distinct straight edges.   (fig. 1). Larvae are approximately 3/8-inches long, 

have white worm-like bodies with brown heads and three tiny pairs of legs. 

 
Adult squash bugs  (fig. 1) are somewhat flattened, large insects, measuring 5/8 inch long and 1/3 inch wide. 

They are usually dark gray to dark brown.   The edges of their abdomens protrude beyond their wings and 

typically have alternating orangish and brown stripes.  The young nymphs when they first hatch have a light 

green abdomen and black heads and legs. 

 

The adult squash vine borer is a stout dark gray moth with 'hairy' red hind legs, opaque front wings, 
and clear hind wings with dark veins. Unlike most moths, they fly about the plants during the daytime, 
appearing more like a paper wasp than a moth. The caterpillars reach a length of 1 inch and have a 
brown head and a cream colored body. 

http://www.hort.uconn.edu/ipm/veg/htms/cukbtltcrop.htm#anchorbeetles


 
Adult flea beetles  are small (1/4 inch or smaller, often 1/16 - inch long) leaf - feeding beetles with a 

segment (femora) of the hind legs enlarged for jumping. When disturbed these beetles actively jump. Body 

color varie s by species.  

 

The tarnished plant bug is a small, flattened bug, about 6 mm (1/4 inch) long, generally brown in color, and mottled with 

splotches of white, yellow, reddish-brown and black. The nymphs are very small and greenish-yellow, marked dorsally 

with four black dots on the thorax and one on the abdomen. 

LEAFHOPPERS    typically green or pale green   may be brown or even 

brightly colored   aster leafhopper is brownish gray with 6 spots on the head   wedge shaped adults and 

immatures   1/6 to 1/4 inch long 



 

LEAFFOOTED BUGS, Leptoglossus spp.   large bugs about 3/4 inch long   generally gray-colored with a white line 

across the back   hind legs expanded with jagged edges   all stages may be present together sometimes

WESTERN FLOWER THRIPS   slender, spindle-shaped insects   adults are unusually 

under 1/16 inch long   usually very active   four slender wings are fringed with hairs   larvae resemble adults 

without wings 

 
Harlequin Bug  is 1/4 inch long insect is flat, shiny, black with brilliant orange to red markings, and shaped 

like a shield.   The distinctive eggs are easy to identify.   They look like small white pegs or barrels with black 

hoops, standing on ends in double rows on th e underside of leaves.   The oval nymphs  are red and black.

Stink Bug   large bugs up to 3/4 inch long    generally green or brown in color    

sucking mouthparts    appear to be five sided    wings of adults overlap 

http://vegipm.tamu.edu/imageindex.html  

http://ipm.tamu.edu/greenhouse/identification.html 

http://lubbock.tamu.edu/ipm/AgWeb/ 

http://www.organicgardeninfo.com/insect-glossary-m-p.html#nymph
http://vegipm.tamu.edu/imageindex.html
http://ipm.tamu.edu/greenhouse/identification.html

